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The Minutes of a meeting of the Minster PCC
Held Monday 9th March 2026 at 7-30pm in The Parish Hall

Present were: - Rev’d Canon Jonathan Baker, Mark Chapman, Paul Collins, Mike Dent, Eric Doyle, Martin Eldred (clerk to the meeting) Jane Ewbank, Andrew Hancock, Sandra Keating, Derek Kirby, Rod McPhee (in the Chair) Hugh Meyer, Dawn Pollard, Joyce Shaw, Marian Snowden, Kevin Wheeldon, (16) 
 
Also present: - Kate Howell as Director of Operations and Meg Choules as PSO

The Chair welcomed those present and Rev’d Canon Jonathan Baker offered an opening prayer. 

18/26: Apologies – were received from Chris Chipperton, Sandra King, Kate Powell, Sue Robson, Rev’d Charlie Shefford, Rev’d Eileen Wallis and Julia Wicks. (7)
                                    

19/26: Possible conflict of interests– None, other than those recorded in the register.
 
20/26: Minutes of the meeting held 20th January  2026, were approved as an accurate record after the deletion of one sentence under section 06/26. These corrected minutes were then signed by the Vicar.

21/26 : Matters arising – 
The A4 Evensong Service Booklets are in use.
MD is monitoring the inclusion of “Hearing Loop” on each weekly bulletin.
The Health and Safety Committee is to consider the use of the North Transept door as an entrance / exit.
ACTION DK

22/26 : Saint Peter’s update – The previously reported movement of the brick/stone work is, in the opinion of the structural engineer, in part due to the changed plasticity of the ground. Tree trimming has been recommended as a first step. The engineer’s current opinion is that the situation can be controlled.

23/26 : H&S Martyn’s Law – guidance is still awaited. It appears, at this stage, that churches may be subject to different requirements depending on whether being used for worship or as concert / event venues.

24/26 : Minster estate 
 Parish Hall, Net zero charity and telephone mast – DK spoke to his reports, bringing the meeting up-to-date.

25/26 : Standing Committee – East Riding Colours – DP reported on the latest developments. The matter will go to the DAC this month

26/26 : Recommendation of Rod McPhee for Authorised Lay Ministry -  The Vicar outlined the proposal. It was proposed ED and seconded PC that the PCC endorse this recommendation – Approved unanimously 

27/26 : Finance : KH spoke to the Profit and Loss 2025 explanation document. She explained why the figures have not, as yet, been finalised. DP asked about the reinstating of external giving to pre-2025 levels in the – yet to be completed – 2026 budget. 

28/26 : Faculties – 
DP explained that “the ladder and working platform in the bell tower” application will have to be resubmitted. ACTION DP 
It was proposed DP and seconded PC that the PCC is content with the reservation of a burial plot at Tickton for a family with members already interred there.

29/26 : Deanery Synod – DP spoke to her previously circulated report

30/26 Statistics for Mission – DP pointed out the salient points in this previously circulated paper. JS, who has been heading this annual task for some forty years, was formally thanked for this amazing contribution to sharing information with the diocese and received a spontaneous and enthusiastic round of applause.

31/26 Vicar’s Reflection : the Vicar reflected on Luke Ch 4 where after rejection by his home community, Jesus speaks of Isaiah visiting the widow at Zarephath even though there was famine in Israel and Naaman the Syrian being cured of his leprosy even though there were many lepers amongst the Israelites - an example of working with those at the edges. The Destinations Project is making us more aware of the wider community – the edges. He spoke about “Everybody Welcome Here”and the possibility of using this course again, perhaps through house groups.

 32/26 : Destinations Project : RmcP gave a summary of progress thus far. The project is at the recruitment and tendering phase. An outline was given of appointments made and those still to be made.

33/26 : Safeguarding – MC, the PSO, expanded on her report. There was discussion around the level of clearance that should be required of volunteers. It was suggested that being on a regular rota could be the trigger point. It was agreed that the PSO would produce a table of different levels of volunteering and the level of clearance / training required at each level. This for consideration at the May PCC Meeting. ACTION PSO
The PCC unanimously approved the actions being taken to ensure all Minster volunteers are safely recruited and managed.
The meeting also approved Cathy Thornton and Anna Knowles Outreach and Engagement of Children being added to the list Church Activities and the Parish Safeguarding Hub

 34/26 : The Director of Operations expanded on her report

35/26 :  Hope into action -  HM expanded briefly on the previously circulated letter which was thanking the PCC for its continued support

36/26 : Major Parish Churches Conference – The Vicar spoke briefly to explain the background to this conference.

37/26 :  Shop Report – With reference to 36/26 and the number of major churches he had visited as part of his sabbatical, the Vicar gave his opinion that the Minster’s shop was a stand-out example. MD commented on feedback from visitors who had praised the stock on offer, the presentation of items within the shop, its aesthetic and (best of all) the warm and welcoming manner of those serving there.

38/26 : Electoral Roll – The Electoral Roll Officer (ME) explained the timetable – previously circulated – for this year’s update of the Electoral Roll

39/26 : AOB – 
AH informed the meeting that work had started at Saint Leonard’s on issues identified in the quinquennial review.
MD spoke about a suggested “Life Style Group”. It was suggested that he liaise with Rev’d Charlie Shefford who was already working with the Eco Group which is due to submit a paper at July’s meeting.
 (
The next scheduled PCC meeting is on Tuesday 5
th
 May at 7-30pm in the Peter Harrison Room
)
The meeting concluded with The Grace at 9-15pm.





Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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