Sermon Title: Jesus is already with you, and his grace is already enough
(Based on Acts 16:16-34)

e Liminal Spaces and God's Presence:
Like an airport or the time between Ascension and Pentecost, we often find ourselves in
“in-between” spaces—uncertain, unresolved moments where God often chooses to meet us.

e Paul and Silas in Prison:
After freeing a slave girl, Paul and Silas are beaten and jailed. Yet, even in the darkest place,
they sing hymns and pray—demonstrating spiritual freedom even while physically imprisoned.

e A Miraculous Earthquake:
A sudden earthquake opens the prison doors and loosens all chains. But rather than escaping,
Paul and Silas stay—shifting the story's focus from their liberation to the inner crisis of the jailer.

e The Jailer’s Crisis and Cry for Help:
Though in control outwardly—with keys and a sword—the jailer is inwardly imprisoned by fear,
shame, and despair. His question, “What must | do to be saved?” can be understood as “How do
I get out of this mess?”

e God Responds in the Mess:
God meets us not when we have everything sorted, but right in the middle of our
brokenness—personal, spiritual, and systemic. The gospel offers not just escape, but a new way
of seeing and being.

e True Freedom and Salvation:
Salvation is more than rescue; it's entering a new kingdom. The jailer receives this new life,
shown through washing Paul and Silas's wounds and being baptised with his household. He who
had seemed free is now truly set free.

e Application for Today:
We may not be jailed for our faith, but we often live with internal burdens—fear, shame, unspoken
expectations. Believing in Jesus means trusting him even in these “midnight” moments, acting in
faith even before answers come, and knowing his grace is already enough.
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Questions:

1. “Thin Spaces” and God’s Presence:
The sermon describes the time between Ascension and Pentecost—and the prison—as
“in-between” or liminal spaces.
Question: Where in your life have you experienced an “in-between” time, and how might God
have been present with you in that space?

2. Freedom in the Midst of Bondage:
Paul and Silas sing hymns in prison, demonstrating a kind of spiritual freedom despite physical
chains.
Question: What does this story teach us about the difference between physical freedom and
spiritual freedom?

3. The Jailer’s Desperation and Salvation:
The jailer asks, “What must | do to be saved?” interpreted as “How do | get out of this mess?”
Question: How does this broaden our understanding of what “salvation” might mean in different
life situations?

4. God’s New Creation in the Present:
The sermon suggests that the reign of Christ can break into the present even in crisis.
Question: Can you think of a time when hope, healing, or transformation broke into a difficult
situation in your life or someone else's?

5. Power, Control, and Vulnerability:
The jailer had the keys and appeared to be in control, yet he was the one in crisis.
Question: How can appearances of strength or control mask inner fear or vulnerability—and
what role does faith play in that tension?

6. Living Out Trust in Jesus:
The sermon ends with a call to “believe in Jesus” as an act of trust in messy, uncertain times.
Question: What does trusting in Jesus look like practically in your life right now, especially in
areas where answers or clarity haven't yet come?
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