The Nazareth Manifesto

e Introduction: The Significance of Words
o Words have power to shape events and change lives (e.g., vows, verdicts, resignations).
o Visionary words, like a mission statement, guide and inspire collective direction.

e Drawing on the Past for Future Vision

o Nehemiah's Time:
m The Israelites, returning from exile, rediscover their identity through the reading of
the Law.
m Ezra’s reading reminds them they are God’s covenant people and inspires
commitment to God’s commands.
o Jesus’ Nazareth Manifesto:
m Jesus sets out His mission by quoting Isaiah, proclaiming good news, freedom,
healing, and justice.
m His declaration, "Today, this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing," emphasises the
present reality of His vision.

e Vision in the Church Context

o Minster 28 Vision Strategy:
m Aims to guide Beverley Minster in becoming "more like Christ."
m Emphasises concern for the marginalized and sharing God’s love beyond the
church.
o Vision provides clarity, direction, and purpose, as it did for the Israelites and in Jesus’
ministry.

e Call to Action

o Reflect on how you can embody Christ’s mission in your context.
o Engage with Minster 28 through prayer, discussion, and feedback.
o Seek to align personal and communal life with God’s ongoing revelation and grace.

e Conclusion: The Need for Vision

o Vision helps us know who we are, where we’re going, and how to respond to God’s
calling.

o By focusing on Jesus and becoming more like Him, we naturally bring good news and
transformation to the world.
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Questions

1. Reflecting on Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10: How did hearing the Book of the Law transform the
people of Jerusalem? What can this teach us about rediscovering and aligning with God's vision
for our lives today?

2. Jesus and the "Nazareth Manifesto" (Luke 4:14-21): When Jesus declared that the prophecy
of Isaiah was fulfilled in their hearing, how do you think this challenged or inspired his listeners?
What does it mean for us to live in the light of this fulfilled promise?

3. Vision and Identity: The sermon emphasized that "people need a vision" to know who they are
and where they are going. How does embracing God's Word help shape both personal and
communal identity? How might this apply to your church’s "Minster 28" vision?

4. Words That Change Lives: The sermon mentioned the power of words in critical moments, like
a jury’s verdict or a wedding vow. How do the words of Scripture impact and transform us in a
similar way?

5. Becoming More Like Christ: The vision strategy of "Becoming more like Christ" focuses on
embodying His mission. What practical steps can we take individually and as a church to reflect
Christ’s priorities of good news, freedom, healing, and justice?

6. Responding to God's Word: Ezra’s reading of the Law and Jesus’ proclamation in the
synagogue led to a call for action. How can we actively respond to the vision and calling of God in
our lives, both personally and as a community?
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