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All-Age Service 

Sunday 14 May 2017 

‘the Way, the Truth & the Life’ 

 
The service is led by Ben Merrell and the All-Age team 
 

����We Gather Together    
 

Welcome and Notices 
 

Come, people of God! 
Take refuge in the Lord, 
who listens when we cry out, 
who rescues us when we call, 
and who leads and guides us according to his unfailing love. 
 
You are our God; 
our lives are in your hands. 
 
Let’s worship God together! 
 
Opening Hymn 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
  pilgrim though this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
  hold me with thy pow’rful hand; 
    Bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
  whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
  lead me all my journey through; 
strong deliv’rer, 
    be thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
  bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction, 
  land me safe on Canaan's side; 
    songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee. 

 

Words: William Williams                 Tune: CWM RHONDDA 
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         ����Introduction to the Theme 
Bible Reading Acts 7.55-end 
 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he 
had said this, he died. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Introduction to the theme   
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 
 

And I will trust in You alone. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod 

and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know.  
 

© 1996 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 
 

                                        ����We Confess Our Sins 
 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross 
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed. 
Let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Peter 2.24 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,  
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,  
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
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We have lived by our own strength,  
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,  
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us.  
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone,  
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

Words of forgiveness then follow. 

����We Praise God for His Forgiveness 
 

Lord, I lift your name on high. 
Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life. 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 
 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way. 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  
Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 

Words and Music: Rick Founds © 1989 Maranatha! Music 
 

����We Listen to God’s Word    
 

Bible Reading: 1 Peter 2.2-10 
 

Be like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
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‘The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the very head of the corner’,  
and  
‘A stone that makes them stumble,  
   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
Once you were not a people, 
   but now you are God’s people;  
once you had not received mercy, 
   but now you have received mercy. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Bible Reading: John 14.1-14 
 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’  
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’  
Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’  
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show 
us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon: Ben Merrell 
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              �We Respond to God’s Word through Praise & Worship 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name 
 

Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love 
Through the storm 
He is Lord 
Lord of all 

 

When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 

When he shall come with trumpet 
sound 

Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless, stand before the throne 

 

© 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing 

 
1 In Christ alone my hope is found; 
he is my light my strength my song; 
this cornerstone, this solid ground; 
firm through the fiercest drought and 
storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of 
peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings 
cease. 

My comforter, my all in all, 
here in the love of Christ I stand.  
 

2 In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save; 
’til on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied, 
for every sin on Him was laid; 
here in the death of Christ I live.  
 

3 There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain; 
then bursting forth in glorious Day 
up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his, and he is mine - 
bought with the precious blood of 
Christ.  

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life's first cry to final death, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand, 
till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
 

 

Words: Stuart Townend.   Music: Keith Getty © 2001 Thankyou Music 
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         �We Affirm Our Faith & Pray Together 
 

We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
You are my strong rock 
My strong rock and my shelter 
 
The Collect (the prayer for the day): 
 

Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

Summing Up 
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           �We Go Out Into the World 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

1. Christ is made the sure 
foundation, 
  Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious 
  binding all the Church in one, 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
  and her confidence alone. 
 

3. Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
  what they ask of thee to gain; 
what they gain of thee for ever 
  with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in thy glory 
  evermore with thee to reign. 

2. To this temple, where we gather, 
  come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with thy wonted loving-kindness 
  hear thy servants as they pray, 
and thy fullest benediction 
  shed within its walls alway. 
 
 

4. Praise and honour to the Father, 
  praise and honour to the Son, 
praise and honour to the Spirit, 
  ever Three, and ever One, 
consubstantial, coeternal, 
  while unending ages run. 

 
 

Words: Latin, tr. J.M Neale, adapted            Tune:  WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 

Closing Response 
 

The Lord God almighty is our Father: 
he loves us and tenderly cares for us. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour: 
he has redeemed us and will defend us to the end. 
The Lord, the Holy Spirit, is among us: 
he will lead us in God's holy way. 
To God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be praise and glory today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to coffee in the South Transept after the 
service. 

 

New Patterns for Worship and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this 
service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2002   
Songs reproduced under CCL Copyright Licence No 3225 


